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Two Jacksonville Toys "R" Us stores and a Babies "R" Us store will close their doors for good Tuesday, but will 
be replaced quickly when the international chain's largest "superstore" opens near St. Johns Town Center 
three days later. 


The 74,000-square-foot store at Markets at Town Center, a new shopping center west of St. Johns Town 
Center, will combine Toys "R" Us toys and video games and Babies "R" Us cribs and strollers under one roof in 
the new superstore model, company spokeswoman Katie Reczek said. 


"We're very excited about it," Reczek said. 


The first superstore combining the chain's two store brands opened a year ago in Elizabeth, N.J., she said. By 
the end of 2008, 19 will be open nationwide, including the new Jacksonville store, she said. 


The opening of the new store is a "soft opening," and the store's grand opening will be Oct. 31-Nov. 2, Reczek 
said. 


As new toys and baby items are being brought into the store ahead of its opening, they're being cleared out 
of the other stores. 


Boston-based Gordon Brothers Group continues to liquidate stock at the Toys "R" Us at 10370 Philips 
Highway near The Avenues mall, the Toys "R" Us at 9600 Atlantic Blvd. near Regency Square mall and the 
Babies "R" Us at 9400 Atlantic Blvd. As of Wednesday, remaining stock was being sold for 40 to 60 percent 
below original prices and the three closing stores were about 90 percent cleared out as shoppers clamored 
for last-minute bargains. 

Reczek said the "R" Superstore will employ about 120. Employees at the existing stores were offered 
positions at the new store; some accepted and others did not, she said, but the number of Toys "R" Us and 


Babies "R" Us employees in Jacksonville will be about the same when the new store opens, she said. 


The Toys "R" Us at 1972 Wells Road in Orange Park and the Babies "R" Us at 6001 Argyle Forest Blvd. aren't 
affected by the changes. 


This store may be its largest superstore, but it won't be the chain's largest of any kind - the flagshipToys "R" 
Us Times Square store in New York City is 110,000 square feet. 
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BY THE NUMBERS 
74,000 


The size in square feet of the new Toys "R" Us superstore. By contrast, the average Walmart superstore is 
185,000 square feet. 


120 


Employees who will work at the new store. Some workers are coming from the three stores the company is 
closing as it opens the new superstore. 


19 


How many superstores the chain plans to open nationwide by the end of the year. 
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